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Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

As we approach the end of another busy and successful half term, I would like to take a 

moment to thank all of our staff and students for their hard work, commitment and 

positivity. It has been a fantastic half term, with so much to celebrate both in and beyond 

the classroom. Year 7 have settled so well and are embracing the opportunities on offer to 

the fullest! Last week a Year 7 only group entertained us in assembly and the girls are 

stepping up to represent us in all sorts of ways. Well done Year 7! 

Next week also sees the return of one of our most eagerly anticipated events, Battle of the 

Bands. We look forward to seeing the incredible talent of our students on display and would 

like to thank all those who have worked so hard behind the scenes to make the event 

possible. There is much more to this than the performers on stage… 

As we head towards the half-term break, I would also like to wish our Year 11 students the 

very best as they prepare for their mock examinations after the holiday. These mocks are an 

important opportunity to practise examination techniques, identify strengths and areas for 

development, and build confidence ahead of the summer examinations. Please refer to the 

letter which we sent earlier this month outlining the support on offer.  

Thank you once again to our entire school community for making this such a positive and 

productive half term. We are looking forward to our two Wellbeing Days, which provide an 



important opportunity for the whole community to take a breath and relax a little. I do hope 

you take time to enjoy this break with friends and family.  

 

Miss Capon, Headteacher  

 

 

 

 



 

Attendance Matters 

 

With a continued focus on attendance please watch the following short video outlining 

when students should attend school or otherwise if they are unwell or need to have a 

medical appointment: 

Illness absence and staying healthy 

Miss Capon, Headteacher 

 

Year 7s Meet Lottie Brooks Author Katie Kirby 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i5KxggkPTw


 

Last week, our Year 7 students enjoyed a fantastic trip to the Henley Literary Festival, where 

they had the exciting opportunity to meet Katie Kirby, the author and illustrator behind the 

hugely popular Lottie Brooks series. The books have become a firm favourite thanks to their 

humour, relatable characters and hilarious take on the ups and downs of teenage life. 

Katie entertained the audience with insights into how she creates her much-loved characters 

and stories, giving students a fascinating glimpse into the world of being an author.  They 

were also treated to a mini draw-along as Katie gave them a quick master class on how she 

creates her drawings. To make the experience even more special, every student also 

received a free copy of the latest Lottie Brooks book to take home and enjoy! 

It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate reading, meet a bestselling author and hopefully 

inspire our Year 7s to keep turning the pages. We hope they enjoy their new books! 

 

 



 

Autumn Recital 

 

Come along and listen to our Year 11 GCSE and Year 13 A-Level musicians perform in our 

Autumn Recital as they prepare for recording their performances later in the year. Students 

have been working towards this date, and so we are excited to hear them perform. The 

Recital will take place on Monday 19th October at 5.00pm, there is no charge for tickets but 

could you please book your spaces via this link: Newlands Girls' School event tickets from 

TicketSource. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/newlands-girls-school


Maidenhead Schools Exhibition 2026 

 

We will be showcasing our students' artwork at Norden Farm Centre for the Arts on Altwood 

Road, Maidenhead.  

Please pop along if you can and admire their work. 

It's Just a Bunch of Stories 

This week History teacher Mrs Wills and Year 13 Hannah Miller have another grade-boosting 

podcast for A-Level students, this week's episode is all about Henry VII’s foreign policy.  

Listen via the link below or find them on Spotify It's just a bunch of stories or just search 

'Newlands Girls's School' 

https://open.spotify.com/show/3KjsnqoAE66fPUcvxyeoJE


 

1 - Henry VII's Consolidation of Power 

Dyslexia Club is Back! 

 

We are excited to announce that Dyslexia club is returning. 

The club will run during Tuesday lunchtimes, with the first meeting being on Tuesday 10th 

November in M2. 

https://canva.link/e43cnuloxokk9hk


It will be a fun and supportive space to build confidence, discover new strategies, and 

celebrate strengths. Join us for interactive activities, practical tips, and the chance to 

connect with others in a friendly and relaxed environment!  

More information to follow after half term. 

 

Ms Stead, SENCO 

 

 

 

NGS Girls Go the Distance! 

 



 

Cross Country Club has proved such a success this year that Newlands were able to take 

three teams to the County Cross Country Cup on Wednesday.  Downe House School was 

once again the venue and all three age groups had courses that tested even the toughest of 

runners! With lots of ups and downs, tree roots to avoid and sharp turns to avoid crashing 

into the trees on the downhills, the routes were some of the toughest we have seen at this 

competition. 

The Juniors went off first with our six Year 7 and 8 students battling it out in a field of 89 

runners. After 2.2kms of tiring efforts we saw red shirts approaching the finish line: 

Marnie O'Connell in 10th 

Bea Francis in 11th 

Maiya Puddephatt in 18th 

Lexi Davies in 21st 

Lucy Ellis in 24th  

Alice Rees in 31st 

 

Next off, it was the Intermediates, with a 2.6km course and again all students acquitted 

themselves well to the course, finishing in the following positions out of 62 competitors: 

Ellie Campbell in 29th 



Lily Mae Jeffries in 31st 

Phoebe Brookes in 32nd 

Yashini Thirakaluthy in 48th 

 

Finally, our Seniors competed over a very tough 3.8km course including going up some steps 

(twice) and repeating a rather undulating section through the woods (twice) and out of 22 

runners in their competition: 

Emily Bradshaw in 3rd 

Chloe Hathaway in 7th 

Jude Francis in 16th 

Amelia Admans in 22nd 

  

As this was a team event, the combined scores were calculated to work out the team 

placings. Our students had shown amazing commitment and determination in all of their 

races and we were delighted that the Inter team came 7th and both the Juniors and Seniors 

came 3rd, earning them a place in the regional round!  

Find out how they do in Newlands News following the 7th November competition! 



 

More Netball Success! 

 



Wednesday also saw our U16 Netball Squad take to the court in the SE Berks tournament. As 

a warm up event for the County Tournament on the 7th November, this was the ideal 

opportunity to practise everything they had done in training and to meet some of the 

schools who would also be at the county event. With six schools in the U16 A competition, 

Newlands had to play five matches back to back, without any breaks, and we knew it was 

going to be a tough competition. However, demonstrating the usual Newlands commitment, 

we rose to the challenge, soon securing our first win. Which was closely followed by another, 

and another ... Until after all five matches, and five wins, the team could not quite believe 

they had done it.  A clean sweep - winning all of their matches - and the gold medals were in 

the bag!   

These results certainly bode well for the County tournament! The squad needs to give a 

huge thank you to Kat Ratnapala for coming in at 8am to train them - the tactics and skills 

they have been working on and the way everyone played as a team just shows how much 

that training is paying off. Well done to Ellie Baker, Norah Keaveny, Grace Speller, Abi 

McMichael, Lucia Capper, Charlotte Camp-Overy, Elvie Rayner and Bonnie Hutchinson for 

such an awesome display of netball at the tournament, those gold medals are so well 

deserved! 

 

Well done also goes to Daisy (7C) who recently won the Central and East Tour, Wargrave 12 

and Under Girls' tennis tournament. The PE Department are pleased to see Daisy's 



achievements outside of school and look forward to seeing her skills in action during the 

tennis season in the Summer term. 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 3  

Anne Kasem (8F) for consistently good match play and use of tactics in dodgeball and putting 

in lots of effort in all lessons! Well done.  

Key Stage 4  

Ellie Campbell (10D) for standing in last minute to represent Newlands at the Cross Country 

match, only to finish as the fastest Inter! Great job Ellie!  

Key Stage 5 

Sophia Lane Chow (12B) for super theoretical knowledge of the A-Level Dance course so far, 

as well as successfully auditioning for the Commerical Dance team, editing music, throwing 

herself into choreography within Dance Company! Well done! A great week! 

  

White Hat Wonders  

Congratulations to Mishika (9B) and Chloe Lewis (9B) 

 

 

 

The House Team would like to update you all on our new, shiny leadership team for 2026-

2027! 

Congratulations to everyone who applied, those who progressed to interview, and the staff 

and students who were part of the interview panels. The roles of House Captain and Deputy 

House Captain continue to grow in prestige and have become highly sought-after leadership 

opportunities within our school community. 

We can't wait to see our Houses flourish under their leadership and look forward to all they 

will achieve in the year ahead! 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Quadkids 2026 

 

Earlier this term the entire Year 7 cohort competed in their very first Inter-House event. 

Quadkids is an athletics competition format where all athletes compete in a 100m sprint, 



800m run, standing long jump and vortex throw. They were supported by over 70 Year 9 

leaders who were responsible for each group, officiated events and ultimately ran the whole 

competition.  

The competition was a fantastic, colourful and joyful event where every student gave of 

their best and had the chance to mix with other students from their half of the year group. 

The results were announced in assembly this week and you can see the final results 

below.  A special thanks go to our super scorers Chloe Hathaway, Chloe Donaldson and 

Fatema Lockhandwala in Year 12 for being so quick and efficient inputting hundreds of 

results on the day. 

 

 



2 - Quadkids in Action 

 

 

https://canva.link/kz182wrxq8plv3i


 

 



 

 



House Dance 

 

During half term, we encourage all students in Years 7-13 to check their House Team for a 

video of their House Dance! 

A simple routine to a fun song will be posted, and all students will perform it on Friday 18th 

December at our House Dance Event. It's a great way to get involved, and absolutely no 

dance experience is necessary, as Mr Wood and Mr Key proved so brilliantly last year! 

All you need is commitment, courage, and, of course, compassion. We can't wait to see 

everyone taking part!  

Battle of the Bands is Back!  

 

Our first House event is the ever popular Inter House Band. Curie, Earhart and Frank will 

fight for a place in the final at lunch on Monday 19th October. Austen, Bronte and Darling 

will then battle it out on Tuesday 20th October. The top three Houses will perform on 

Wednesday 21st October to see who will be crowned the overall winners! A reminder to 

everyone performing to please bring in your House t-shirt to wear! 

For those coming to watch, lunch can be brought along with you into the hall, so grab your 

food and cheer on your House! 



 

 

 



 

The Newlands Parents' Association does a fantastic job fundraising for the school from the 

uniform shop to events for students and parents throughout the year. Please support them 

in any way you can as the money they raise really does make a difference and benefits all of 

our students. 

Don't Miss the Spooktacular fun at the Year 7 Disco! 

 

One of the highlights of this term is always the Year 7 Halloween Disco. Make sure you don't 

miss your chance to dress up and enjoy an evening packed with music, games and plenty of 

Halloween treats. 



Students are encouraged to come dressed in their most creative, most spooky costumes, 

with prizes up for grabs in the Halloween costume competition. There will be music to dance 

to, games to enjoy and tasty snacks to keep everyone fuelled for an evening of fun. 

Whether you’re a wicked witch, a ghostly ghoul or maybe something altogether more 

creative, it’s a good opportunity to get together with friends and show off your Halloween 

outfit! 

Dare we say it promises to be a frightfully good night! 

Save the Date! 

 



 

 

 

Menus Coming Up 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

A Frightfully Good Read 

Dare to be Scared! 

The thrill of fear and mystery makes ghost stories irresistible and these tales let us safely 

explore the supernatural. Halloween has long been a season steeped in mystery and the 

supernatural, it is said that at this time of year the veil between the living and the dead 

grows thin! Spooky story telling has become a beloved Halloween tradition, to help you get 

into the Halloween spirit here is a selection of scary tales from humorous horror to spine 

tingling scary ones! 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Tell us about your favourite scary read 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Virtual Work Experience Programme 

 

Students looking to explore future career options and develop valuable employability skills 

are encouraged to take part in the GSK Virtual Work Experience Programme this autumn. 

Running from 26th October to 9th November 2026, this free online programme gives 

students across the UK the opportunity to gain insight into a wide range of careers at GSK, 

learn from professionals working across the organisation, and build confidence in their 

future career plans. 

Designed to fit around school and other commitments, the programme is fully self-paced, 

allowing students to complete activities and explore different career pathways at a time that 

suits them. It is an excellent opportunity for anyone interested in learning more about the 

world of work, developing transferable skills, and strengthening future applications for 

further education, apprenticeships or employment. It includes two life sessions on Tuesday 

27th October at 10am and Thursday 29th October at 10am. 

       Dates: 26 October – 9 November 2026 

     Cost: Free 

    Register here: GSK Virtual Work Experience 

We encourage all students to take advantage of this valuable opportunity to gain workplace 

insight and develop their career awareness from home.  

 

 

 

Consultation on Proposed Changes to School Admission Arrangements for Bracknell Forest 

Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools 

https://gsk.connectr.co.uk/getahead/events/1372


Bracknell Forest Council is consulting on proposed changes to the admission arrangements 

for Community and Voluntary Controlled schools for the 2028/29 academic year and would 

like to hear your views.  

The proposed changes are:  

• Removal of designated areas (catchment areas) from the oversubscription criteria. 

• Introduction of a Service Pupil Premium oversubscription criterion.  

The consultation runs from 14 October 2026 to 2 December 2026. During this period, 

parents, carers and other interested parties are invited to review the proposals and submit 

their comments.  

Further information, including the full proposed admission arrangements and an overview of 

the proposed changes, is available on the consultation webpage: School Admission 

Arrangements Consultation 2028.29 - Details - Keyplan 

 

 

https://consult.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/kpse/event/FFB58FE9-BA25-41D2-92CA-B87D996427D5


 

 

For full details including how to apply, please visit:Wellbeing & Behaviour Support 

Practitioner at Newlands Girls' School, Maidenhead, Berkshire | MyNewTerm 

Closing Date for Applications: 9:00am, Monday 19th October, 2026 

 

 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142357/EDV-2026-NGS-03989


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


	Newlands News - Term 1 - Issue 6
	Attendance Matters
	Year 7s Meet Lottie Brooks Author Katie Kirby
	Autumn Recital
	Maidenhead Schools Exhibition 2026
	It's Just a Bunch of Stories
	Dyslexia Club is Back!
	NGS Girls Go the Distance!
	More Netball Success!
	Quadkids 2026
	House Dance
	Battle of the Bands is Back!
	Don't Miss the Spooktacular fun at the Year 7 Disco!
	Save the Date!
	Menus Coming Up
	A Frightfully Good Read
	Tell us about your favourite scary read
	Virtual Work Experience Programme


