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Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

100% attendance in Year 7 on Friday last week-Well done! 

I will be writing to you regularly about how we are doing and updating you on the highlights. 

A huge well done to year 7 last week. Now let’s see if we can achieve that is every year 

group! 

As we continue to strengthen our work around attendance and punctuality, I would like to 

remind families about Studybugs, our system for reporting student absence and 

communicating with school about attendance. Studybugs is linked directly to our 

registration system, enabling parents and carers to quickly tell us if their child is absent or 

has an appointment. It also helps us to identify promptly if a student is unaccounted for, 

supporting our safeguarding procedures. 

We will increasingly use Studybugs for all attendance-related communication as the year 

progresses, including notifying families about lateness, sharing important attendance 

information and, importantly, celebrating improvements and excellent attendance. 

We want every family to sign up. Please use the email address that we already have for you 

on Arbor as the systems are linked. If you have not already done so, please download the 

Studybugs app or register online: https://studybugs.com/about/parents. 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents


Good attendance makes such a difference. Every lesson, every day and every minute in 

school matters, and we are grateful for the continued support of our families in helping our 

students attend regularly and arrive on time. 

Thank you, as always, for working in partnership with us. 

 

Jo Capon, Headteacher 

Road Safety 

You may be aware that one of our students was knocked over by a car on Tuesday afternoon. 

Fortunately, the student has not suffered any major injuries; however, this incident 

emphasises the need for continual vigilance when crossing the busy roads around the school 

area.  

We will continue to address road safety as part of our Personal Development curriculum, but 

we politely request that you take the time over the weekend to discuss this with your 

daughters. 

We would like to thank the students, staff, parents and carers who offered their support on 

Tuesday. We are proud to have such a compassionate community. 

 

 



 

 

Fieldwork Trip for GCSE Geographers 

 

 



Our Year 11 geographers enjoyed some geography in action this week on the River Pang as 

they investigated how rivers channels change downstream and assessed the flood risk of the 

River Pang.  At each site students measured width, depth, flow rate and gradient of the river 

alongside assessing the risk of flooding and its likely impacts on people and property. We 

received expert tuition at the River Pang from our former colleague Mrs Turner, who retired 

from the Geography Department in the summer of 2024 after 25 years' service and now 

provides river studies tuition on the River Pang with the John Simmonds Trust. Staff very 

much enjoyed catching up with their former colleague. All students took part 

enthusiastically and wore their waders with pride!  Being taken by tractor to each river site 

added to the excitement.  

Students then spent a fieldwork follow up day in school on Thursday where they presented, 

analysed and evaluated their fieldwork which will then enable them to answer their Paper 2 

exam questions. A chance to practice this will be coming up shortly in the November mocks! 

 



 



 

 

 



School Council Elections 

Well done to all the students that stood for student council. Everyone did a fantastic job.  

Congratulations to the following students who have been elected the School Council for this 

year.  

Year 7: Saskia Hobkinson and Millie- Anne Thackery 

Year 8: Freya Thomas and Alaina McNamee 

Year 9: Chloe Tushingham and Hana Hussein 

Year 10: Khadeeja Ali and Imogen McCarroll 

Year 11: Sofia Hamid and Alya Sogut 

Year 12: Ylana Superlana and Annabella Farrall 

Our first meeting will be held on Wednesday during lunch time in room 27. Looking forward 

to seeing you all there.  

 

Ms Ortlepp, Head of PSHE, Teacher of Mathematics and Psychology 

Sixth Form Prefects Announced  

Congratulations to our newly appointed Sixth Form Prefects! These students have been 

recognised for their commitment, positive attitude and the contribution they make to life at 

Newlands. The Sixth Form Prefects play an important role within the school, acting as role 

models for younger students, supporting departments and helping to run many of our extra-

curricular activities. We look forward to seeing them take on their new leadership 

responsibilities. 

"I’m incredibly grateful and excited to have been selected as a Sixth Form Prefect. Having 

been part of the school since Year 7, it’s particularly meaningful to now have the opportunity 

to give something back to the school community. I’m looking forward to representing my 

fellow students, supporting others, and making a positive contribution to both Sixth Form 

and school life." 

Salsabeel (12F) 

"It is an honour to be a Prefect and a role model to the younger years. It's such a good 

opportunity to build skills in areas such as responsibility and leadership; I hope to learn a lot 

from this role in the years to come." 

Grace (12B) 



 



 

Dof E Award Winners -Bronze Award 

 

Well done to our Year 10 students on completing their Bronze DofE award. We are very 

proud of the commitment this group has shown to earn their Bronze DofE certificates and 

badges. They have all completed their expedition, volunteering, skill and physical sections – 

which is a great achievement!  

To any Year 10 students still in the process of completing their Bronze DofE – please make 

sure you get assessor reports from your sections and upload them to eDofE. We are looking 

forward to seeing more students complete their Bronze DofE in the next weeks and months.  

Mr. Key and Mrs. Matzik-Jones, DofE Co-ordinators 



 

Silver Award 

Congratulations to our first Year 11 fully completed Silver DofE students! 

For other students, please keep going and remember you need to remind your assessors to 

fill in a report for you. 



 

 

 



 

Music Tour 2027 - Deadline for expressions of interest 

 

Open to students in Years 9-13, this Sunday (11th October) is the deadline for expressing 

interest in joining next summer's Music Tour of Amsterdam. 

Building on the high standard of musical ability demonstrated by many of our students and 

the enjoyable experiences we have had on previous music tours, we are planning to visit 

Amsterdam from Monday 13th July to Saturday 17th July 2027 (6 days/5 nights). This will 

be a fantastic opportunity for performers to broaden their performance experience by 

participating in concerts in a variety of venues across the Netherlands.  

The tour will also include a range of cultural excursions, allowing students to experience 

some of the country's most famous attractions and traditions, including a canal cruise, a visit 

to the Van Gogh Museum and an excursion to Delft. To ensure that all performers are fully 

prepared for the tour, students will be expected to attend Senior Choir rehearsals every 

Thursday lunchtime. Regular attendance is essential, and places on the tour may be 

withdrawn where attendance or commitment to rehearsals is a concern.   

For full details of the trip, including the cost and payment schedule, please see the letter 

which was recently sent to parents and which you can also view on the parents' section of 

our website: Music Tour 2027 . At this stage, we are seeking expressions of interest, prior to 

offering the trip on iPayimpact.  

https://newlandsgirlssl6.greenhousecms.co.uk/Parents/Letters/


Could you please complete the Microsoft form to register your interest for this trip by 

Sunday 11th October: Music Tour 2027 - Register Interest 

 

 

 

Swimming Superstars 

 

On Friday evening eight of our swim squad competed in the ESSA Secondary Schools' Team 

Relays Competition regional round in Watford.  Each team had to race a 4 x 50m freestyle 

relay and a 4 x 50m medley relay and we were up against 23 other schools in the 

competition. With a number of regional events occurring across the country, the top 20 

across all events will progress to the National Finals. Our swimmers took on the challenge 

incredibly well, with some fast times in their individual legs being recorded.  Over the course 

of the evening the Juniors came 12th in their medley and 7th in their freestyle relay and the 

seniors 6th in their medley and 12th in their freestyle relay.   

Well done to: Lottie Ratnapala, Megan Doyle, Sienna Hamilton and Maya Karaoglan for the 

Junior team and Sophie Heath, Mattie Curtis-Smith, Lily Turner and Huimin Liew for the 

Inters! 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Xe7ApRyTPE


Full Points for Netball Team 

 

Our U13 Netball team took to the courts on Thursday this week in the SE Berks 

tournament.  As winners of the U12 tournament last year, they had a reputation to uphold, 

and that they did!  With a round robin format where every result counted, we played eight 

and won eight, and all with no reserve players - it was tiring stuff! Finishing the tournament 

with a total of 40 points out of a possible 40 and a huge positive goal difference the U13s 

were once again crowned champions - great work Lottie, Sofia, Hannah, Flo, Eleanor, Iris and 

Bea! 



White Hat Wonders! 

 

During our swimming lessons, we have red hat swimmers and white hat swimmers. To gain a 

white hat, you must swim a full length, tred water for one minute and be able to jump or 

dive in safely.  

A huge congratulations to the following girls for gaining their white hats so far this term! You 

have received House Points for this achievement!  

Chloe Seeley (7D) 

Olivia Hadaway (9A) 

Azalea Tate (7A) 

Onahi Ahonye (8A) 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 



Shiffa Iqbal (7F) for great defending and use of tactics in Kingball. 

Key Stage 4 

Evie Addicott (11A) for a great start to our new commercial dance team! 

Key Stage 5 

Megan Frank (12D) for working consistently well and making a great start to A-Level PE 

 

 

 

Next Week's Menu 

 

 



 



 

Mental Health Ambassadors at Newlands 

 

As Mental Health Ambassadors, our role is to help promote mental health awareness and 

remind students that they do not have to face challenges on their own. We are here to listen, 

chat and help students find the right person if they need additional help. 

Why Mental Health Matters 

Good mental health is important because it affects how we think, feel, behave, and cope 

with everyday life. Although it may not always seem obvious, looking after your mental 

health can make a huge difference to both your emotional and physical wellbeing. When 

people are struggling, they may become quieter, more reserved, or isolate themselves from 

others. Positive mental health, on the other hand, can help us feel happier, more confident, 

and better able to manage challenges. It also helps us be kind, supportive, and a good friend 

to those around us. Simple habits such as getting enough sleep, taking breaks, talking to 

someone you trust, and looking out for one another can make a big difference. By looking 

after our mental wellbeing, we not only help ourselves but also build the strength to support 

others. 

You Are Not Alone 

Mental health challenges can affect anyone. Many well-known celebrities, including Taylor 

Swift, Billie Eilish, Dwayne Johnson and Justin Bieber, have spoken openly about their 

experiences with anxiety and depression. One example is Selena Gomez, who has shared her 

own experiences with mental health difficulties and the impact they had on her life. Despite 

these challenges, she has gone on to build a successful career as a singer, actress, and 



business owner. Stories like these remind us that mental health difficulties do not define 

who you are or what you can achieve. 

 

Where to Find Support 

As well as understanding why mental health is important, it is also important to know where 

you can go for support in school. The Wellbeing Hub is located downstairs in the Year 7 block, 

and our Wellbeing Practitioners are on hand to listen and support students at break and 

lunchtime. Remember, you never have to deal with things on your own. At Newlands, 

safeguarding is at the heart of everything we do, and there is a strong culture of supporting 

students to speak up if they are worried about themselves or someone else. The school's 

"Speak Up" approach helps create a safe space where students can share concerns and 

access the support they need. If something is worrying you, there will always be a member 

of staff ready to listen and help. 

 

A Space to be Heard 

As we finish, we would like to remind you that World Mental Health Day takes place on 10th 

October. This year's theme is "A Space to Be Heard", reminding us how important it is to 

listen, speak up, and support one another. Whether it is thinking about things you can do to 

help yourself feel calmer, identifying people you can talk to when you need support, or 

knowing the places you can go to feel safe and supported, help is always available. Most 

importantly, remember that it is okay not to be okay, and that being heard can be the first 

step towards feeling better. 

Written by Ruby, Chloe, Laya, Elenore, Genevieve, Shaan, Katie, Georgia  



 

 

 

 



 

Year 11 Get Ahead with CV Writing 

Our Year 11 students recently took part in a CV-writing session designed to help them 

prepare for their next steps. They explored how to present their skills, strengths and 

achievements effectively, learning how to create a CV that showcases their experience and 

potential to future employers. 

The session gave students valuable practical advice on highlighting their personal qualities, 

extra-curricular activities and transferable skills, as well as the importance of tailoring a CV 

to different opportunities. Whether applying for a part-time job, work experience placement 

or a future apprenticeship, our students now have a stronger understanding of how to make 

a positive first impression. 

"The assembly was extremely helpful and taught us things about writing a CV that we 

probably otherwise would not know. The two speakers were really friendly and engaging, 

and were teaching us from first hand experience in their own careers. The advice we received 

has really helped us write our own personal CVs." 

Daisy Newman and Ellie Baker, Year 11 

Exploring Careers in Law 

 

This morning, students in Year 12 and Year 13 had the opportunity to hear from legal 

professionals at Blanchards Family Law Firm, when they visited the school to share their 

experiences and provide valuable insight into careers in the legal sector. 



The assembly featured three speakers working in different roles within the firm: a family law 

solicitor, a marketing manager and a member of the HR team. Each speaker explained the 

responsibilities involved in their role, highlighting the personality traits and transferable skills 

needed to succeed in their profession. This gave students a broader understanding of the 

variety of career opportunities available within a law firm, beyond the traditional role of a 

lawyer. 

A particularly interesting aspect of the assembly was hearing about the speakers’ individual 

career journeys. They shared their experiences from school and university through to their 

current positions, explaining the different steps they had taken to reach where they are 

today.  

The session provided an engaging and informative opportunity for students to learn more 

about the realities of working in law and related professions. 

We would like to thank everyone from Blanchards Family Law Firm for taking the time to 

visit the school and share their knowledge and experiences with our Year 12 and Year 13 

students. 

 

 

Consultation on Changes to School Admissions 

Please see details from the local authority about proposed changes to their admission 

arrangements: 

RBWM must formally consult key stakeholders when proposing updates to admission 

arrangements. This academic year, we are running a formal consultation from 1 October to 

12 November 2026 to gather feedback on our proposed arrangements for September 2028. 

 They are specifically consulting on three key changes; however, you are welcome to 

comment on any aspect of their existing arrangements. The three main proposed changes 

are: 

• A reduction in the Pupil Admission Number (PAN) for Courthouse Junior School, from 

90 to 60 places in Year 3. 

•  An increase in the Pupil Admission Number (PAN) for Waltham St Lawrence Primary 

School, from 22 to 25 places in Reception. 



• The addition of a discrete admissions criterion for pupils for whom RBWM acts as the 

‘corporate grandparent’, applicable to schools where RBWM is the admitting 

authority. 

These changes, if introduced, will take place from September 2028. Arrangements for 2027 

entry remain the same as those of previous years. 

Parents are invited to respond to this consultation via this link. 

Further details on the changes and the reasons for them are available via the survey link and 

in the full admissions document attached to this email. If you have any questions about the 

proposed plans or our wider admissions arrangements, please email 

rbwm.admissions@achievingforchildren.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

https://engage.rbwm.gov.uk/childrens-services/school-admissions-arrangements-for-september-2028
https://engage.rbwm.gov.uk/childrens-services/school-admissions-arrangements-for-september-2028
mailto:rbwm.admissions@achievingforchildren.org.uk


For full details including how to apply, please visit:Wellbeing & Behaviour Support 

Practitioner at Newlands Girls' School, Maidenhead, Berkshire | MyNewTerm 

Closing Date for Applications: 9:00am, Monday 19th October, 2026 

 

 

 

 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142357/EDV-2026-NGS-03989
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