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Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy and brilliant week at school. A real highlight was our Quad Kids 

event, where our Year 9 leaders did a fantastic job supporting the whole of Year 7 in their 

first House event of the year. It was wonderful to see such enthusiasm, teamwork and 

encouragement (especially during the 800m) and the girls are showing their competitive 

spirit already! 

Our many clubs are now well underway, adding even more energy to school life. I have also 

had the pleasure of taking groups of prospective families around the school this week and 

have been incredibly proud to show them the brilliant learning taking place in classrooms 

every day. Every parent has commented on the behaviour and engagement of our students 

and they are right to do so. Well done girls! 

Another highlight was our wonderful Languages Assembly, with over 20 students taking part 

and celebrating the breadth of languages, cultures and experiences within our school 

community. I am always impressed by the confidence and diversity on stage. 

A vibrant week that has once again showcased the enthusiasm, talent and kindness of our 

students. Have a wonderful weekend and please remember that we finish at 12.30pm on 

Tuesday, ready for Open Evening! 

Miss Capon, Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

A Celebration of Languages  

 

This week in assembly, in honour of European Day of Languages on Saturday 26th September, 

we celebrated the languages spoken by students and staff at Newlands, as well as the 



benefits of learning languages. Students introduced themselves in their mother tongue and 

gave a fact about where they came from, ranging from how much money was thrown daily 

into the Trevi Fountain in Rome, to where the name of the Punjab state in India came from. 

A big well done to all our speakers and the Language prefects for presenting a thought 

provoking and interesting assembly!  

 

School Police Link 

 

Last week, PC Taylor, our Schools Officer from Thames Valley Police, came in to school to 

introduce himself to students in Years 7 and 8 and to remind them of the importance of 

speaking to parents and carers about any concerns they have when online. PC Taylor will be 

familiar to some of our community already, as he has worked with the ‘Mini Police’ in local 

primary schools for the past few years.  



PC Taylor will be coming back in to school again in the future, when he will be available for 

students to ask questions and gain advice at a break or lunchtime. We also plan to involve PC 

Taylor with the delivery of our Personal Development curriculum: he will run education 

workshops with some of our students later in the academic year.  

Should you wish to contact PC Taylor for advice or guidance, please email the safeguarding 

team on the school email address and we will forward this on to him.  

We look forward to seeing PC Taylor again soon. 

  

Suzanne Nuttycombe, Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

Bowls Festival 

 



 

 

On Tuesday, 16 of our Year 9 Sports Leaders visited the Desborough Bowls Club in 

Maidenhead to help run a primary school Bowls Festival. The event was fantastic and 

successfully encouraged younger students to try out the sport. 



Our Year 9 leaders did a wonderful job organizing and running various activity stations for 

children in Years 3–6 from primary schools across Maidenhead. It was an incredibly 

rewarding day for everyone involved, and our students demonstrated outstanding 

leadership and teamwork skills. 

Choirs Announced 

Competition was fierce this year for a place in our Junior and Senior Performing Arts Choirs. 

After over 100 auditions, we are pleased to announce our new members. Congratulations to 

all the successful students listed below: 

 



 

 

 

 



 

MFL Trip Now Available to Book 

 

 

Calling students in Years 8 and 9, French and German students in Year 10 and A-Level 

linguists! 

The MFL department are pleased to launch the MFL Trip to Strasbourg and Freiburg in July 

2027. The trip takes in the French city of Strasbourg and the German towns of Freiburg and 

Triberg im Schwarzwald, as well as a visit to the Europapark- the second biggest theme park 

in Europe. A letter has been sent via Arbor regarding this and the deadline for expressions of 

interest is on Tuesday. Expressions of interest can be given via this link: Trip To Strasbourg 

and Freiburg im Breisgau 12th- 16th July 2027 – Fill in form 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cRBqp8eb30OQ9sG4lloJNVcFoKc6ZetGuf-jmOXhZ99UQ0laR0xEUk04UEFYWjBFRjJBOENJSEhNVC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cRBqp8eb30OQ9sG4lloJNVcFoKc6ZetGuf-jmOXhZ99UQ0laR0xEUk04UEFYWjBFRjJBOENJSEhNVC4u


Calling all History Students... 

 

Tune in to Newlands’ very own GCSE and A-Level History revision podcast. It includes 

relevant content and top tips for your exams, plus it’s free to listen to, click here – or just 

search for “It’s Just a Bunch of Stories”.  

 

 

https://open.spotify.com/show/3KjsnqoAE66fPUcvxyeoJE


 

Mavericks StoneX Cup 

 

 



 

This week, some of our U14 Netball Squad travelled to Queenswood School for the U14 

Mavericks StoneX Cup. This was our first time entering this competition and the squad was 

excited to see how far they could progress. 

With the 12 teams split into three pools, we had to play three pool games before finding out 

if we had qualified for the Quarter Finals. With a convincing start and a 13-1 win against St 

Benedicts, our second match was a closer affair with a 7-6 win over Leventhorpe and the 

pool matches were rounded off with a third win over Bedford Girls School.  With three wins 

out of three we finished top of the pool and had a guaranteed Quarter Final place. 

In the Quarter Finals, due to the seeding, we once again faced Leventhorpe, who were out 

to try and reverse the pool results, but we stuck to our game plan and with accurate 

shooting from Flic and Flo once again, we beat Leventhorpe for a second time, and 

progressed to the Semi Finals. 

Berkhampstead were our Semi-Final opponents. Having watched their matches throughout 

the tournament we knew they would be a tough team to beat. Their goal shooter, at six foot 

plus, was just not making a single error and whilst we held them for the first four minutes, 

they drew three goals clear by half-time. Into the second half we tried everything but 

unfortunately it just wasn't enough and the game finished 14-7 to 

Berkhampstead. Newlands therefore finished the tournament in joint 3rd position. 

All of the U14s played incredibly well throughout the five matches, developing as a squad 

and we hope that they might continue this excellent form in the County Tournament in 

November. As well as the netball matches students had the opportunity to take part in a 

Q&A session with Mavericks players and of course they enjoyed getting some free merch!! 



 

Miss M Claxton, Head of PE 

 

Talent Academy Place for Elvie 

 



Our congratulations go to Elvie in Year 10 who has recently been selected for Reading Talent 

Academy for Hockey. She works incredibly hard at her hockey and spends a huge amount of 

her spare time training and playing, so is understandably thrilled to have been selected. 

The Talent Academy is part of the England Hockey talent pathway and brings together some 

of the strongest young players in the region for additional high-level coaching, training and 

competition. Players compete against other Talent Academies around the country and are 

developed and monitored as part of the pathway towards England U16 and U18 selection. 

For Elvie, whose ambition is to play hockey at the highest level, being selected for Reading is 

a really exciting opportunity and another step forward in her hockey journey. Well done Elvie, 

you should be very proud of your achievement and we look forward to hearing about future 

successes. 

 

 

 

Key stage 3 

Amelie Couillart (8B) 

For an excellent start to gymnastics lessons. Well done!  

Key Stage 4 

Amelie Butler (10A) for a terrific start to the BTEC PE course. Organised, attentive and 

friendly in all lessons! Keep it up! 

Key Stage 5 

Eva Johal  (12E) and Evie Khan (12F) for being incredible netball captains and organising and 

leading the Year 7 Netball Club with such a maturity and professionalism. We are so 

fortunate to have you. Well done!  



 

 

 

Next Week's Menu 

 

 

 



 

Your Library, Your Choice 

 

Strong readers are created through freedom to choose and having access to a wide range of 

reading materials. Libraries and librarians have always played an important role in nurturing 

that choice and helping children and young people become confident, enthusiastic readers 

who choose to read widely throughout their lives. 

The school library is no exception. We offer a diverse collection of fiction and non-fiction, 

including graphic novels, dyslexia-friendly texts and the latest titles, all available for students 

to borrow free of charge. Whether you have a favourite genre, are looking for your next 

series to get lost in, or want to try something completely new, there is something for 

everyone. 

The benefits of reading are well documented, from supporting academic achievement across 

all areas of the curriculum to developing vocabulary, knowledge, and helping wellbeing. We 

strongly encourage all students to make the most of the library during their time at 

Newlands by broadening their reading horizons. 

You can explore the books available through our Library Catalogue., where you'll also find 

lots of useful links to book related websites and audio books. We are always keen to hear 

students’ recommendations too, so if there is a book you would like to see on our shelves, 

please let us know! 

Challenge Yourself 

The Library runs several reading challenges to encourage wider reading in a structed way - 

call into the library to find out more about the Genre, Author, Non-Fiction and Classics 

reading challenges. 

https://newlandsgs.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/news


Well done to Martha, Nicole and Jarkar in Year 8 who finished the Genre Challenge this week 

- your House Points and small prizes are on their way to you - I've enjoyed your talking to 

you all about the books you've been reading. 

Mrs Flood, School Librarian 

Student Journalists 

What began as the Year 8 Newspaper Club has now expanded to welcome students from 

across all years. They meet in the Library on Monday lunch times if you would like to come 

along. This week one of the founding members Matilda Osborne (9F) picks up on the theme 

of this week's assemblies by writing about European Languages Day: 

 



 

 

Getting ahead in the job market in the age of AI?  

 

As artificial intelligence becomes a more common part of the recruitment process, it is 

important that students understand how to make the most of these new technologies while 

still showcasing their own skills, experiences and personality. Our students have access to 

Unifrog where they will find practical advice on applying for jobs in the age of AI. From 

creating strong CVs and application forms to preparing for interviews and using AI tools 

responsibly, their guidance will help students approach the job market with confidence. 

Whether applying for a part-time job, apprenticeship or a future career opportunity, these 

tips will support students in presenting themselves professionally and standing out for all 

the right reasons. 

In a March 2026 Unifrog survey, 40% of students reported that they had used AI as part of 

their research into next steps. They have created a guide for students to help prepare them 

for the job market in the age of AI, where they can learn practical tips on overcoming new 

challenges, such as 'ghost jobs' and AI-led interviews. There is also a guide for parents and 

carers to support their children and encourage them to use AI responsibly: 



For students: How to apply for a job in the age of AI 

For parents/carers: How to support your child's job search in the age of AI 

 

 

 

 

Teacher of Design & Technology 

 

For full details including how to apply please visit My New Term: Teacher of Design & 

Technology 

Closing Date for Applications: Midday, Friday 2nd October, 2026 

https://email.unifrog.org/t/r-l-tuddfuk-pijykdktdt-d/
https://email.unifrog.org/t/r-l-tuddfuk-pijykdktdt-h/
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142357/EDV-2026-NGS-03458
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142357/EDV-2026-NGS-03458


Student Focus Centre Manager 

 

For full details including how to apply please visit My New Term: SFC Manager 

Closing Date for Applications: 9:00am, Thursday 1st October, 2026 

Teacher of Art (Part-Time) 

 

For full details including how to apply please visit My New Term: Teacher of Art 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142357/EDV-2026-NGS-68983
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/142357/EDV-2026-NGS-03222


Closing Date for Applications: 9:00am, Monday 5th October, 2026 
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