The UCAS Process and Student
Finance
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TODAY’S SESSION

= \What is UCAS?

= What are the steps to apply to
university via UCAS?

= Student Finance

= How do you narrow down your
choices?

= \What is a personal statement?
= Next steps
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WHAT IS UCAS?
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Universities

Colleges

Admissions

Service




UCAS FACTS o LR

Applications cost
£28.50 but the fee Is
waived if you receive

Free School Meals

Providers can’t see
where else you have
applied to

You can apply to up
to 5 university
courses

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 8



APPLICATION TIMELINE

13t May 2025 2nd September 2025 14t January 2026
UCAS opens for Applications can be ‘General’ application
registrations sent deadline

T 1 T
EEEEEEE NN SR
\ \

Summer 2025 15t October 2025
Research universities Oxbridge and
and attend open medicine / dentistry /
days veterinary courses

deadline

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 9
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

Write your
personal
statement

§ Complete your Bl Make your
profile S choices

Your teacher
writes your
reference

Make a
payment of
£28.50

Complete your B
B declaration §

Start
from your 4 firm and one Eaedl confirmed on gurdll university in

See responses Chose one Place

choices Insurance results day September!

Royal Holloway, University of London

HOLLOWAY
UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

Write your
personal
statement

g Complete your B Make your
profile s choices

Make a Your teacher

payment of [ Complete_your sl Writes your
*‘ declaration
£28.50 reference

See responses Sl Chose one Place g Start
fromyour [imedll firm and one Bl confirmed on guedll university in
choices Insurance results day September!
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STARTING YOUR
APPLICATION

U SE a b UzZZWO0O rd to I I Nn k Are you applying from a school, college, or centre?
your application

School / college will Yes No
give you this word
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COMPLETING YOUR
PROFILE

Personal details

Nationality details

Start this section

Contact details

D Section in progress

Diversity & inclusion

Additional equality infor

Start this section

Supporting information

So that providers know how to support

Where you live

@) section in progress

Finance & funding

w you'll fund your study

Start this section

More about you

Start this section

10/06/2025

Start this section

Start this section
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COMPLETING YOUR
PROFILE -

Personal details

Nationality details

Country of birth

Contact details

Nationality

@ section in progress

Diversity & inclusion

Visa detalls

Start this section

Supporting information

Where you live

@ section in progress

Finance & funding

More about you

Start this section

10/06/2025

Start this section
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COMPLETING YOUR
PROFILE

Personal details

Name, age, title and gender

Nationality details

Birthplace and nationalities

Start this section

Contact details

D Section in progress

Diversity & inclusion

Start this section

Supporting information

Where you live

Tell us about your address history

@) section in progress

Finance & funding

Tell us how you'll fund your study

Start this section

More about you

Tell us about any circumstances that you

might need support for during your

Start this section

10/06/2025

Start this section

Start this section
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COMPLETING YOUR
PROFILE -

Personal details

Nationality details

Phone number

Contact details

Email address

Diversity & inclusion

Nominated access

Start this section

Supporting information

Where you live

@ section in progress

Finance & funding

More about you

10/06/2025

Start this section
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COMPLETING YOUR
PROFILE -

Nationality details

How will you pay for
university?

Contact details Supporting information

Student finance / self funded

Local authority
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What is student finance? o

7

Government funding It is managed by the
that allows students Student Loan
from any financial Company and

You apply for student
finance before you
start each year of

your degree

background to go to Student Finance
university England

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 19



UNIVERSITY COSTS AND HOW TO PAY FOR THEM

Covers the full cost of the tuition fee

TU |t|0n FeeS Paid directly by the Student Loan Company to
the university.

Not based on household income — everyone
Tuition fee loan gets the same amount

Tuition fees are the cost of studying at your
Scholarships & bursaries chosen institution.

Your tuition fees vary depending on where
you're from and where you're studying.

Own funding Universities in the UK can charge up to a
maximum of £9,535 per year.

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London
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UNIVERSITY COSTS AND HOW TO PAY FOR THEM

This is everything else you might spend money on:
Accommodation
Clothes
Social life
Phone bill

Food

Travel

Different amounts depending on your situation

*  Where you're from
Where you're studying

«  Whether you will be living at home whilst you
study

« Partly based on household income
Paid directly to you three times a year (Sept, Jan &

April).

10/06/2025

Everyday spending

_ Maintenance loan

Extra support for students with
disabilities or carers

Bursaries and scholarships

Own funding

21



MAINTENANCE LOAN AMOUNTS

Household Living at home Away_ from home Away from home
Income (outside London) (London)
<£25,000 £8,877 £10,544 £13,762
£40,000 £6,642 £8,285 £11,465
£65,000 £3,907 £4,915 £7,637

*2025/26 Entry — Sliding scale
www.goV.uk/student-flnance-calculator

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London


http://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator

OTHER GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT

Disabled Students’
Allowance

Travel Grants

Dependents’ and
Childcare Grants

10/06/2025




DISABLED STUDENTS ALLOWANCE (DSA)

T
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= ADHD = Depression = Multiple Sclerosis
= Anorexia = Diabetes = Scoliosis

= Anxiety = Dyslexia = Spina Bifida

= Autism = Dyspraxia = Specific Learning
= Bi-Polar = Eating Disorder difficulty

= Cancer = Epilepsy " Stroke

= Chronic Fatigue = IBS * Tinnitus

= Crohn’s Disease = Migraines * Visual Impairment

0000000000



APPLYING FOR YOUR LOANS .

i

= Apply online.

= Applications open in April so start
early.

= You don’t need a confirmed
place at university.

= You can change details later on.

= Apply for tuition fee loan,
maintenance loan, or both.

0000000000



APPLYING FOR YOUR LOANS .

Fill in details: university

and course details; bank

details; ID and National
Insurance number

Parents/carers to fill in
their section on taxable =
income and NI number

Set up account on

gov.uk/studentfinance

Once approved, students
will be sent a loan
declaration with details of Emd  Sign and return form
the funding they will
receive

Tuition fees will be paid

directly to the university

and students will receive
their maintenance

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 26
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HOW DO REPAYMENTS WORK? ..

Your repayments are

You do not start based on how much

repaying your student
loan until the April
after you graduate

After 40 years any
remaining debt is
wiped

you earn and come
out of your pay
cheque like a tax
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EXTRA SUPPORT

 Academic excellence
or ability in other
areas e.g. sport.

« Competitive - you are
applying to a set
number of awards
against other
students.

KU ROYAL
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« Awarded on personal
circumstances e.g.
household income.

« Usually everyone who
IS eligible receives the

award. UK students are

potentially missing out on
more than £150 million
worth of scholarships,

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London

according to research by
The Scholarship Hub




SCHOLARSHIPS o

Cash award of £3,500 per year for three years
for a student from the UK studying a selected
Royal Holloway undergraduate degree.

Cash awards, performance and training
opportunities for students who excel in their
chosen music or sport.

Full tuition fee reduction for students with
leadership potential within selected academic
departments.

Tuition fee reduction and contribution towards
living costs up to £10,000 for students from
London.

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 31
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£1,000 in each year of study

£3,000 in each year of study

£1,300 in each year of study

£500 in each year of study




Level of Study

A A
ANy - Any -

Diamond
Jubilee
Scholarship

Postgraduate
Study
Scholarship

Postgraduate
Study
Scholarship

Postgraduate
Taught
Academic
Merit
Scholarship

Postgraduate
Taught

10/06/2025

Scholarship Hub

SCHOLARSHIPS ~

=

Basis for Selection

Institution

No specific

university

University of
Wales Trinity
St David

University of
Wales Trinity
St David

Southampton
Solent

University

Southampton

Institution

Subject

IET
Accredited

Engineering

courses
Meng &

Beng

No specific
subject

No specific
subject

Mo specific
subject

ATy
-Any -

Level of Study

Undergraduate

Postgraduate

Postgraduate

Postgraduate

DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS ~

STUDENT FINANCE ~

Course

Basis for
Selection

Academic
Merit

Financial need

Financial need

Academic
merit

.
Any -

Additional
Award
Benefits

Financial
Award

£1,000a

year

Royal Holloway, University of London

MANAGING YOUR MONEY

ARTICLES

-

Eligibility Criteria

Entrants will need to have
achieved 3 A’ grades at A-
level: must be embarking
upon an IET accredited
programme Honours
course (that is not funded
by the NHS).

Available to campus-
based UK/EU students on
a postgraduate
programme who require
assistance with their fees.

Available to campus-
based UK/EU students on
a postgraduate
programme who require
assistance with their fees.

Open to applicants who
have achieved a 2:1 or 1st
in their undergraduate
degree.

Open to applicants who

Details

Favourite

HOLLOWAY
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COMPLETING YOUR
PROFILE

10/06/2025

Personal details

Nationality details

Start this section

Contact details

D Section in progress

Diversity & inclusion

Start this section

Supporting information

Where you live

@) section in progress

Finance & funding

Start this section

More about you

Start this section

Start this section

Start this section

34



COMPLETING YOUR
EXPERIENCE

10/06/2025

Experience

Education Employment

Qualif

Cations and perioas Of Stuay ralC empioyment

/' Section complete v/ Section complete

Personal Statement

Personal statement

Start this section

Extra activities

Start this section

35



COMPLETING YOUR
EXPERIENCE

10/06/2025

€ Back to search for qualifications

Add GCE Advanced Level

Entering unit details for A level is optiona

Subject * Qualification date *

Type and select the subject you studied

Manth Year

Awarding organization *

YYYY v

‘ ‘ ‘ MM ~

.. Y
Save and ad othe
N S

Grade =

Add place of education

Name of the school, college, or university *

Exam centre number

This may be automatically

Start date *

Month  Year

MM v | vyyy ~

End date *

Month  Year

MM v | vy~

Type of study *
) rFulltime () Parttime () Exam only

Study Mode *

(O online () InPerson

o

Save and add Qualification I(:?

36



COMPLETING YOUR
EXPERIENCE

Only for paid work, an
optional section

Don’t include volunteering or
work experience

List work experience In
chronological order

Experience

Education Employment

- v/ Section complete

Personal Statement

Personal statement

0000000000

Extra activities




COMPLETING YOUR
EXPERIENCE

10/06/2025

Experience

Education Employment
Qualifications and periods of study

/' Section complete v/ Section complete

Personal Statement

Personal statement

Why do you want to study this subject?

Start this section

Extra activities

Start this section

38
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

Write your
personal
statement

g Complete your i Make your
profile H choices

Make a Your teacher

payment of [ Complete_your sl Writes your
*‘ declaration
£28.50 reference

See responses Sl Chose one Place g Start
fromyour [imedll firm and one Bl confirmed on guedll university in
choices Insurance results day September!

Royal Holloway, University of London 40



HOW TO NARROW DOWN YOUR CHOICES | =

= = g -
~ 5 LIEI‘I "

Reflect on your plans Research your _
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ADDING A CHOICE

10/06/2025

Add choice

University/college name *

| Search for insfitution |

Course *

| Search for course |

Location *
| - |

Start date *

| v

Further details

You only need to provide information here if your chosen university or college has asked you to.

Point of entry

This tells the universities and colleges which year of the course you want to start, & g. point of entry one is the first
year of the course. If you wish to start in the first year of the course leave the box blank and you will sutomaticelly be
conziderad for the first year. Enter 0 if you intend to teke a foundation yeer — not all universities offer a foundation
year 30 please check before applying.

If you've spaken to your chosen university or college and they are willing to consider your application to start the
course after the first year, please enter the relevant number fior the yeer, e.g. second year = 2, third year = 3, etc.

Live at home while studying? *

ez No

Cance'

43
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YOUR CHOICES

BA History at Royal Holloway

BA History at Kingston

BA History at Reading

BA History at Bath Spa

BA History at Keele

0000000000
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

Write your
personal
statement

§ Complete your Bl Make your
profile H choices

Make a Your teacher

payment of [ Complete_your sl Writes your
*‘ declaration
£28.50 reference

See responses Sl Chose one Place g Start
fromyour [imedll firm and one Bl confirmed on guedll university in
choices Insurance results day September!

Royal Holloway, University of London 46



PERSONAL STATEMENT

Reflective writing — promote yourself
3 Questions to answer

350 minimum characters per guestion
4,000-total characters max

1 statement for all 5 choices
Don’t mention a university by name
Checked for plagiarism




Why do you need a personal statement? S

UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON

Opportunity to
demonstrate Let's universities Allows you to Chance to
skills, know who is stand out from the § practice writing
experiences and @ behind the grades crowd about yourself
thoughts

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 48



ABLE TO STUDY
INDEPENDENTLY

CAN CONTRIBUTE TO
UNIVERSITY LIFE

10/06/2025

MOTIVATED AND INTELLECTUALLY
HIGH ACHIEVING CAPABLE

SIGNIFICANT SUBJECT POTENTIAL TO
KNOWLEDGE SUCCEED

Royal Holloway, University of London

ROYAL
HOLLOWAY

INTEREST IN
STUDYING
SUBJECT

53



ROYAL

FINDING THE RIGHT BALANCE

Non - Academic (30%)

Non-
Academic
30%

* What other skills and
experience do you have?

« What have you done outside

of your studies?

Academic

« How are these activities 70%
relevant?




The questions L.

g OQuestonl1 ...
« Why do you want to study this course or subject?
« Why are you interested in this course? Why do you want to study it at degree level?
* |s there a book or subject expert doing great things that’s sparked your interest?
« Career ambitions

mmmm Question 2

« How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this course
or subject?
« How do your A-Levels or BTECs link to your chosen course?
« What independent reading or research have you done? e.g. academic content
« What other course-related activities have you taken part in? e.g. taster sessions, field trips

sl Question 3

« What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these
experiences useful?
« What additional activities do you take part in?
« How could these show skills that are relevant for studying at university level?
» Work experience, volunteering, hobbies

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 55



ABCs Method

A ctivity - what did you do?
B enefit —what skills or experience did you gain?

C ourse — how does It relate to your course?

S pecifics — numbers, names and titles




Reviewing your personal statement

Q) &

Try reading it out loud Utilise teachers / friends / Check names, dates and
family members technical language.

HOLLOWAY

4

Keep checking even when Make sure there is no passive Spelling, grammar and
you are sick of it language (e.g. ‘I feel’) punctuation need to be perfect!

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London



Personal statement top tips

Explain why
you're right for
the course

Start strong

10/06/2025

Say what you've

done outside the

classroom & why
it's relevant.

Reflect on what
you want to do
after university

Don’t write it
directly on UCAS

Write naturally

Royal Holloway, University of London
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read

PERSONAL &
STATEMENT!
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

Write your
personal
statement

§ Complete your Bl Make your
profile H choices

Make a Your teacher

payment of g Complete_your sl Writes your
! declaration
£28.50 reference

See responses Sl Chose one Place g Start
fromyour [imedll firm and one Bl confirmed on guedll university in
choices Insurance results day September!

Royal Holloway, University of London 61



TEACHER REFERENCES

Written by your teacher,
careers adviser, or tutor

Provides universities with a
positive academic account of
you

Gives information about
extenuating circumstances

10/06/2025




THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

g Complete your
profile

Make a
payment of
£28.50

See responses Sl Chose one
from your el firm and one
choices Insurance

Make your
choices

Complete your

declaration

results day

Royal Holloway, University of London
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Write your
personal
statement

Your teacher
writes your
reference

Start
university in
September!
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

Write your
personal
statement

§ Complete your Bl Make your
profile H choices

Make a Your teacher

payment of [ Complete_your el Writes your
declaration
£28.50 reference

See responses . Chose one Place g Start
from your Nl firm and one Eeedl confirmed on guedll university in
choices Insurance results day September!

Royal Holloway, University of London 64



TYPES OF OFFERS

The student has a place on that

Unconditional course, regardless of what

happens on results day.

10/06/2025 65




TYPES OF RESPONSES
The other three courses the

Decline student has decided they do not
want to take up offer with.
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THE UCAS TIMELINE

Register and
start your
application

9 Complete your
profile

Make a
payment of
£28.50

See responses Sl Chose one
from your el firm and one
choices Insurance

Make your
choices

Complete your @

declaration

results day

Royal Holloway, University of London
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Write your
personal
statement

Your teacher
writes your
reference

Start
university in
September!

67



Thank you for listening! QUESTIONS?

What is a contextual offer?

Sign up to our mailing list
to find out more and get
sent information about

our open days

UCAS Deadline?

Commuting vs halls?

Joint honours?

Societies/ Clubs? Chat to our

students and
staff

Student Finance?

Study Abroad or Placement?

10/06/2025 Royal Holloway, University of London 68



