Psychology – Year 13: Component One: Past to Present	
                                         Component Two: Investigating Behaviour
                                         Component Three:  Implications in the Real World 
                                           

	Content 
(Intent)
	Links to prior learning
	Skills and Assessment
(Implementation)
	Expected Learning Outcomes
(Impact)

	Term 1
Personal Investigations
Students to design, analyse and present two personal investigations.
To gain first-hand experience of two research methods, including the following aspects: hypotheses; variables; methodology (including experimental design if appropriate); sampling; descriptive statistics; graphical representations; inferential statistics; reliability; validity; ethics. 



The Positive Approach
· The acknowledgement of free will, authenticity of goodness and excellence and the focus on “The Good Life,” as explanations of behaviour.
· The aim, key assumptions, main components, and evaluation of Mindfulness.
· Myers and Diener (1995): Who is Happy?
· Contemporary debate: The Relevance of Positive Psychology in todays’ society.





Terms 2-3
Implications in the Real World
Addictive Behaviours
· The characteristics of the behaviour.
· Biological explanations of Addictive behaviour.
· Individual differences explanations of addictive behaviour.
· Social psychological explanations of addictive behaviour
· Methods of modifying addictive behaviour.


Stress
· The characteristics of the behaviour.
· Biological explanations of the behaviour.
· Individual differences explanations of the behaviour.
· Social psychological explanations of the behaviour
· Methods of modifying the behaviour.

	
Follow on from year 12 to consolidate and apply the principles of psychological investigations.















Follow on from year 12 to consolidate the learning completed so far.



























Having learnt the various psychological approaches in year 12, students are expected to apply this knowledge and understanding to human/animal behaviours.

	
Skills:
· ICT in researching.
· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation of psychological theories and studies.
· Mathematical, practical, and analytical skills in research methods.
· Working scientifically.

Assessment: 
· Answer key questions on the personal investigations.


Skills:

· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation of psychological theories and studies.
· Mathematical, practical and analytical skills in research methods.
· Working scientifically.


Assessment:

· End of topic test based on a mixture of mostly 10-mark essays and some shorter answer questions.

· Homework based on 10-mark essays and one 24-mark essay.

Short answer preparation tests at the start of lesson – Research Methods.




Skills:
· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation and analysis of psychological theories and studies.
· Draw conclusions
· Debating skills.

Assessment:
· Homework based on 10-, 15- & 25-mark essays.

· Timed essays based on a mixture of 10-, 15- & 25-mark questions.

· End of topic test based on a mixture of 5, 10, 15 & 20- mark essays and one 25-mark essay.

	
Apply knowledge of research methods to both investigations.

To be able to apply knowledge and understanding of research methods to novel research scenarios, making judgements on the details of psychological research.











To understand and apply the assumptions to explain a variety of behaviours.

To understand and evaluate the main components of dream analysis.

To evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the approach and make effective comparisons with the four other approaches.

To know, understand and make judgements on a classic piece of evidence.

To explore both sides of the contemporary debate from a psychological perspective.

To be able to effectively structure short answer questions and essays and understand the requirements of the mark scheme.









To understand that psychology has the potential, to impact society.

To know the characteristics of the behaviours.

To know, understand and evaluate the biological, individual differences and social psychological explanations of the behaviour.

To know, understand and evaluate the methods of modifying the behaviours. 

To apply the explanations to methods of modifying the behaviours.



	Terms 3-4

Schizophrenia
·  The characteristics of the behaviour.
· Biological explanations of the behaviour.
· Individual differences explanations of the behaviour.
· Social psychological explanations of the behaviour
· Methods of modifying the behaviour.







Controversies in Psychology
· Culture bias and cross-cultural studies, difference or bias, ethnocentrism, and historical and social context.
· Ethical costs of conducting research and benefits to society, individual participants, potentially negative consequences for society and risk management techniques used by psychologists.
· Non-human animals and BPS Guidelines for Psychologists working with animals, comparative/ethological psychology, use as a therapeutic device and Speciesism.
· Scientific status and benefits of being a science, the changing nature of “science,” costs of being a science and methodologies used by the various approaches.
· Sexism and gender differences/bias, Hetero-sexism, historical and social context, and the “invisibility” of women in psychology.



	



















Students explore four controversies that continue to pose challenges for psychology. These controversies can be considered synoptically and draw on the content from the whole of the specification.
	










	



















To understand the issue and why it is controversial.

To apply knowledge and understanding to controversies in psychology.

To make judgements and come to conclusions about the controversies from a psychological perspective.


To be able to effectively structure 10-, 15- and a 25-mark essay and understand the requirements of the mark scheme.



	
Term 5

Revision



	
Consolidate learning from year 12 and 13.
	
Skills:
· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation of psychological theories and studies.
· Mathematical, practical and analytical skills in research methods.
· Working scientifically.

Assessment:

· Exam Practice.


	
To consolidate knowledge and understanding of the course content and exam skills.











Resources and/or activities to support learning
Textbook used in lessons:
Flanagan, Hartnoll and Murray. Psychology A Level and AS Book 1, The Complete Companion Student Book for WJEC Eduqas, Oxford University Press 2015.
Flanagan, Cox, Hill, Liddle and Murray. Psychology A Level Book 2, The Complete Companion Student Book for Educas and WJEC, Oxford University Press 2016.
A-Level Psychology (Exam Board: AQA), Complete Revision and Practice, CGP 2015
[bookmark: _Hlk106197001]Essential Maths Skills for A-Level Psychology, Study Notes, Examples and Practice Questions, CGP 2015
Websites: 
Student Information (eduqas.co.uk)
Study Guides for Psychology Students - Simply Psychology
tutor2u | Support resources for Psychology students and teachers
BBC Radio 4 - Mind Changers

