Psychology – Year 12:   Component One:  Past to Present 
                                           Component Two: Investigating Behaviour

	Content 
(Intent)
	Links to prior learning
	Skills and Assessment
(Implementation)
	Expected Learning Outcomes
(Impact)

	Terms 1-2
Past to Present: 

The Psychodynamic Approach
· The influence of childhood experiences, the unconscious mind and Tripartite personality.
· The aim, key assumptions, main components, and evaluation of dream analysis and the dreamwork process.
· Bowlby (1944) 44 Juvenile thieves: Their characteristics and home-life.
· Contemporary debate: The mother as primary Caregiver of an infant.

The Behaviourist Approach
· The assumption that humans are like a blank slate and learn through conditioning in a similar way to animals. 
· The aim, key assumptions, main components, and evaluation of aversion therapy.
· Watson and Rayner (1920) conditioned emotional reactions.
· Contemporary debate: Using conditioning techniques to control the behaviour of children.

Investigating Behaviour
· Deciding on a research question such as aim, hypotheses, variables.
· Methodologies such as experiments, observations, content analysis, case studies, interviews, questionnaires, brain scans quantitative and qualitative data, primary and secondary sources.
· Location of research in terms of lab or field environment including online.
· Participants to include, target populations, and various sampling techniques.
· Ethics.

	There are no prior learning requirements.

However, it is reasonable to assume that many students will have achieved skills (Level 6) in Science, Numeracy/Mathematics, Literacy/English, and Information Communication Technology. This will provide a sound basis for progression in this subject.
	


Skills:

· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation of psychological theories and studies.
· Mathematical, practical, and analytical skills in research methods.
· Working scientifically.

Assessment:

· End of topic test based on a mixture of mostly 10-mark essays and some shorter answer questions.

· Homework based on 10-mark essays and one 24-mark essay.

· Short answer preparation tests at the start of lessons – Research Methods.


	


To explain and apply the assumptions to a variety of behaviours.

To explain and evaluate the main components of dream analysis.

To evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the approach and make effective comparisons with the four other approaches.

To know, understand and make judgements on a classic piece of evidence.

To explore both sides of the contemporary debate from a psychological perspective.

To be able to effectively structure short answer questions and essays and understand the requirements of a mark scheme.








 

	Terms 3-4
The Biological Approach
· The influence of evolution, localisation of brain function and neurotransmitters on behaviour.
· The aim, key assumptions, main components, and evaluation of drug therapy.
· Raine, Buchsbaum, and LaCasse (1997)
· Contemporary debate: The ethics of neuroscience.

The Cognitive Approach
· The influence of our internal mental processes, schemas, and computer analogy on behaviour.
· The aim, key assumptions, main components, and evaluation of Cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT).
· Loftus and Palmer (1974) Reconstruction of automobile destruction:  An example of the interaction between language and memory
· Contemporary debate: The reliability of eye-witness testimony.


Investigating Behaviour
· Experimental design.
· Levels of measurement and graphical representation.
· Descriptive statistics.
· Inferential statistics.
· Reliability and Validity.
· The role of the scientific community in validating new knowledge.
· Social Psychology: Milgram, S (1963). Behavioural study of Obedience.
· Developmental Psychology:  Kohlberg, L. (1968). The child as a moral philosopher.








Terms 5- 6
Personal Investigations
Students to design, analyse and present two personal investigations.
To gain first-hand experience of two research methods, including the following aspects: hypotheses; variables; methodology (including experimental design if appropriate); sampling; descriptive statistics; graphical representations; inferential statistics; reliability; validity; ethics. 









	
Follow on from terms 1 & 2 to consolidate the learning completed so far.



















































Follow on from terms 1-4 to consolidate and apply the principles of psychological investigations.
	Skills:

· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation of psychological theories and studies.
· Mathematical, practical, and analytical skills in research methods.
· Working scientifically.

Assessment:

· End of topic test based on a mixture of mostly 10-mark essays and some shorter answer questions.

· Homework based on 10-mark essays and one 24-mark essay.

· Short answer preparation tests at the start of lesson – Research Methods.





























Skills:
· ICT in researching.
· Develop knowledge
· Develop application
· Develop evaluation of psychological theories and studies.
· Mathematical, practical, and analytical skills in research methods.
· Working scientifically.

Assessment: 
· Answer key questions on the personal investigations.

· Year 12 Internal Assessment.
	
To understand and apply the assumptions to explain a variety of behaviours.

To understand and evaluate the main components of dream analysis.

To evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the approach and make effective comparisons with the four other approaches.

To know, understand and make judgements on a classic piece of evidence.

To explore both sides of the contemporary debate from a psychological perspective.

To be able to effectively structure short answer questions and essays and understand the requirements of a mark scheme.



































Apply knowledge of research methods to both investigations.

To be able to apply knowledge and understanding of research methods to novel research scenarios, making judgements on the details of psychological research.










Resources and/or activities to support learning
Textbook used in lessons:
Flanagan, Hartnoll and Murray. Psychology A Level and AS Book 1, The Complete Companion Student Book for WJEC Eduqas, Oxford University Press 2015.
A-Level Psychology (Exam Board: AQA), Complete Revision and Practice, CGP 2015
Essential Maths Skills for A-Level Psychology, Study Notes, Examples and Practice Questions, CGP 2015
Websites: 
Student Information (eduqas.co.uk)
Study Guides for Psychology Students - Simply Psychology
tutor2u | Support resources for Psychology students and teachers
BBC Radio 4 - Mind Changers

