


Extended Schools 4inOne Cluster

The 4inOne cluster consists of Newlands, St Mary’s, Oldfield and, just 
recently, Holyport Primary School. Through the cluster we have carried  
out an audit of provision in our schools, surveyed the local parents to assess 
demand for family and out-of-hours learning, signposted opportunities on 
offer in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead and run various 
sessions such as yoga, Positive Parenting and Computing for Beginners. 

Following the outcome of the survey in the autumn term, we will be continuing to offer 
yoga classes for adults at Newlands on a Thursday evening; all welcome. New classes for 
March include: Photoshop, Basic IT and Healthy Cooking on a Budget. Information and 
application forms will be coming home soon. 

In addition, there will be a parenting session run by Family Friends on “Taking the Stress 
out of Parenting,” available in March, with the option of two venues at differing times.    

Yoga Class – 7.00 – 8.30pm Thursday in Drama Studio, all ages and abilities welcome. 
Come along, relax and enjoy.

Having recently joined Newlands Girls’ School, I am delighted  
to introduce this edition of the newsletter, bringing you news  
of the exciting events at the school since the start of the  
academic year. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my first term at Newlands and have  
been made to feel very welcome by everyone. There has been  
a mix of fantastic trips and excursions related to learning and  
a wide range of enrichment activities that continue to grow.  
Our results and achievements have all shown that the girls at 

Newlands have good reason to be very proud of themselves and are definitely a  
force to be reckoned with! 

I am pleased to announce that our new school website was launched earlier this month: 
www.newlandsgirlsschool.co.uk. It has an exciting new look and is a great place for 
everyone to keep in communication and up to date with the latest news, events  
and information. 

As you can see from this newsletter, we have many things to look forward to in the 
coming months, including drama and music performances, a number of exciting visitors 
to the school to work with the girls, and various trips, ranging from Norfolk to New York 
via the New London Theatre.

I look forward to working with you towards continued success in the term ahead.

Louise Ceska 
Headteacher

Newlands Girls’ School

Spring Term 2009

Welcome from the Headteacher... 

Keep Kids Safe
We are very excited to be launching a two-way  
electronic communication system called Keep Kids Safe, 
the primary purpose of which is child safety. On those, 
thankfully very rare, occasions when we need to contact 

all parents urgently, for example during severe weather, Keep Kids Safe will allow 
us to e-mail or text you all in a matter of seconds. The system will also cover all our 
routine communications. Of course, the system will also allow us to reduce our paper 
consumption, postage and telephone costs, enabling us to focus our resources on your 
daughters’ education. With your support we hope to have the system up and running 
by the summer term. More details to follow.



...from the Geography Department
Year 9 visited Kew Gardens, the highlight of which for most girls 
was being 18m up in the air on Kew’s Xstrata Treetop Walkway. 
Currently, Year 9 are finishing their rainforest project and we are 
delighted with the students’ work to date, the standard of which 
looks very high.

Year 8 has just completed a unit on the global fashion industry, 
producing some outstanding work. Each Year 8 class also held a 
debate on the globalisation of the fashion industry. The standard 
of debate was high and each group really understood its role, ably 
conveying its side of the debate... there may well be many future 
lawyers in Year 8. 

Upcoming trips...
London Docklands and Olympic Construction site  
– A Level Friday 27th February 2009

North Norfolk Coast – A Level  
Monday 16th – Friday 20th March 2009

Isle of Wight – Year 10  
Friday 27th – Monday 30th March 2009

...from the Science Department  
Science Club has been well attended and the girls have been busy making balloon 
rockets, volcanoes and stink bombs, to name but a few. The Science Club also had a visit 
from ‘Zoo Lab’, during which students were able to handle a variety of different species 
including our favourite, the ‘singing’ edible frog!  

Honda ‘School of Dreams’ took place this term. Several Key Stage 3 students took part 
in a two-day ‘thinking skills’ programme, culminating in a presentation focusing on an 
issue about which they feel strongly and solutions that they believe would be effective.

Year 13 scientists have also been busy. Not only have they been to Amersham Field 
Studies Centre, but they have also visited Imperial College, London, where they saw a 
scanning electron microscope, learned about RAMAN spectroscopy and watched tissue 
culture of bone cancer cells.

The department has had a variety of visitors this year including, Dr Angie Nicholls from 
John Radcliffe Hospital, who met with a number of Year 7 girls to talk about her career 
in cancer research. She has also added to the AS Biology curriculum by explaining what 
monoclonal antibodies are and how they are used in technology.

Normal lesson times are equally exciting. The girls have been working very hard  
and learning through a variety of methods, showing particular fascination with the 
‘Steve Spangler’ experiments including ‘coke geysers’ and ‘elephant’s toothpaste’!
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...from the Business Department
Our congratulations must go to the Year 13 team who took on 
the task of the Bank of England Interest Rate Challenge. Three 
months of preparation and study certainly paid off for the team 
who produced an impressive presentation for the judges.  

Business Studies students have been able to explore a range  
of marketing issues with members of the marketing team from 
Hutchinson ‘3’ who have conducted workshops and assemblies 
for our girls.  We are very grateful for their ongoing support and 
are looking forward to working closely with them in the future. 

Next term a number of students will be working alongside a 
member of the Human Resources Department at ‘3’ to enhance 
the girls’ understanding of the importance of creating an 
effective and dynamic workforce.

Students were able to handle  
a variety of different species



Year 8 girls have been actively 
participating in their Mini-Enterprise 
assignment. This was greeted with 
much enthusiasm as the girls divided 
themselves into companies and allocated 
roles such as Managing Director, Finance 
Director, Secretary, Publicity Director and 
Creative Director. As they approach the 
sixth week of the programme, their ideas 
are slowly starting to develop into  
a complete product.

The first major event of the Mini-
Enterprise was the fundraising week.  
This was handled well with many 
companies raising a fair amount of 
money to put towards their product.

‘We raised approximately £90 for our 
company. We did a sponsored cycle 
ride where we cycled around Dorney 
Lake twice – 10 kilometres in total. It was 
great fun and a good way to raise money 
for our company.’ Chloe Duncan and 
Lydia Parson - Fab-U-lous

The Mini Market will take place on Friday 
13th March at lunchtime in the Sports 
Hall. This is an opportunity for the girls to 
sell the products that they have worked 
so hard to develop. 
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Exploring Creativity 
through Design and 
Technology 
The girls are working on projects across 
four design and technology areas which 
continue to evolve as they take their 
creativity to new heights. Next time you 
are in the school please feel free to pop 
down and have a look at the displays. 

In celebration of starting our first full 
year in the refurbished building we are 
delighted to be offering an after-school 
Design and Technology Club.

‘The D&T Club is an after-school club 
where people can try and develop 
different imaginative ideas. When the 
club first started, we designed some 
helpful equipment that could help you 
out in everyday life, such as a writer 
robot, which could take the words that 
you wanted written down, out of your 
head! The designs could be as outlandish 
as we wanted and most of them were 
definitely impossible! 

After the first session, we were split into 
two groups. My group was designing  
a breakfast for a competition that  
Mrs Tarrant had found. During the next 
few sessions, we researched different 
breakfasts and then designed our own. 
Some people chose to do muffins while 
others chose pancakes. We had to try 
and make them as healthy as possible,  
as well as tasty and presentable. After  
we had cooked them, we took photos  
of our finished products and then we  
ate them... that was the best bit!’ 
By Natasha Wilson, Year 8

‘New York! New York!’
Despite the falling strength of the pound, 
a party headed off to the Big Apple in 
February. The busy agenda included 
visits to the Empire State Building and 
Ground Zero memorial and, of course, 
time to explore the Financial District.  
We look forward to reading their report 
in our next newsletter.

Recycling at Newlands 
The school has just taken delivery of 
three new recycling bins as part of our 
sustainability programme. Two will be 
located outside and one in the dining 
hall giving the girls the opportunity to 
recycle fruit and vegetable waste, plastic 
bottles, cans and paper. We very much 
hope that everyone will participate 
in the scheme with Newlands’ usual 
enthusiasm. This will stand alongside the 
paper recycling from the classrooms and 
departments with the aim of reducing 
the amount of waste that the school 
sends to landfill sites. 

Another exciting development is the 
regeneration of the school pond on 
which work has just started. The pond 
will be made more accessible and should 
provide a diverse and exciting teaching 
resource for the Science Department.

Year 8 Mini-Enterprise
The first major event of Mini- 
Enterprise was fundraising week
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A Performance Poet  
for World Book Day 
In celebration of World Book 
Day (Thursday 5th March), a 
performance poet is coming in 
to run a series of workshops with 
Year 8. Joseph Coelho is a versatile 
poetry workshop leader who has 
worked in a range of schools and 
establishments across the country. 
He aims to engage the students 
using innovative methods to help 
them access the curriculum. 

We are looking forward to 
welcoming Joseph to Newlands,  
as this is such an exciting and 
valuable opportunity for our girls.  
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GCSE Examination – Thursday 19th 
March during the school day

AS / A2 Theatre Studies Showcase – 
Wednesday 11th March 7.00pm,  
Drama Studio
•	 The AS girls will perform the 

duologues on which they have been 
working. The duologues are from a 
variety of playwrights, ranging from 
Sophocles to Sue Townsend.

•	 The A2 girls are working on two plays 
at the moment- Shakers Re-stirred by 
John Godber and Jane Thornton, and 
Head Rot Holiday by Sarah Daniels. 
They will perform extracts of each 
during the showcase.

A2 Examination – Thursday 26th March, 
Drama Studio

Daisy Pulls it Off – Tuesday 19th May  
7.00pm, Drama Studio
The AS girls are working on their very 
own version of Daisy Pulls it Off by 
Denise Deegan - a comic spoof on 
the ‘jolly hockey sticks’ English girls’ 
boarding school stories. This will be 

performed in front of friends and family 
as well as Mrs Irene Wright, the examiner 
for Edexcel Theatre Studies.

Theatre Visits:
•	 Gethsemane by David Hare at The 

Theatre Royal Windsor on 5th March 

•	 Wicked! at The Apollo Victoria  
on 12th March SOLD OUT

•	 War Horse at The New  
London Theatre on 14th May  
PLACES STILL AVAILABLE

Please see Mrs Wilson for  
more information.

And finally… 
The week commencing July 13th is  
School Show Week! This is an 
opportunity for all year groups to be 
involved, either as actors, singers, 
dancers or backstage crew.

Information will be coming shortly,  
look out for audition times...

The year began with a visit to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 
on the South Bank in London. After a behind-the-scenes tour, 
we visited the Globe exhibition. In the afternoon we went into 
the basement rehearsal rooms where we all took part in an 
acting workshop.

Performances / Events coming up...

The Annual Gym and Dance 
Show involved 355 of our girls
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On Wednesday 11th and Thursday 
12th February, 355 of our girls came 
together to perform the Annual 
Gym and Dance Show. The girls 

have been working extremely 
hard since October half-term 

and produced a spectacular 
show, with a range of 

pieces from those 
involving 90 
girls on stage at 

once to solo acts, 

showcasing both extra-curricular and 
curricular work. The spectators turned 
out en masse and it was, once again, a 
sell-out production. 

Every year we are extremely impressed 
by the tremendous hard work the girls 
apply to the preparations for the show 
and are inspired by their enthusiasm. 
Thank you so much to all the girls who 
gave up their time to produce such a 
high class performance. 

We would also like to thank parents for 
your support in encouraging the girls 
and having to endure all the late finishes 
and early starts. 

Finally, a big thank you to all our Sports 
Leaders and helpers who were absolutely 
fantastic and whose hard work helped to 
make the show a huge success!

The department enjoyed a successful 
Christmas Concert at the end of last 
term, with pieces from all school 
ensembles and some soloists. It was 
pleasing to see so many of our Year 7 
girls getting involved for the first time; 
their talent and enthusiasm are very 
promising. We would also like to thank  
all parents who attended the concert. 
The turnout and consequent atmosphere 
was vibrant and your support, as ever, 
appreciated. 

Many community events took place 
during the last week of the Autumn  
term, including:

•	 Year 10 GCSE students carol singing  
at St Mark’s Nursing Home.

•	 Year 11 GCSE students performing a 
Christmas Concert and instrument 
demonstration at St Mary’s RC  
Primary School.

•	 Madrigal Choir performing at 
a concert in aid of the Child 
Bereavement Trust.

There are several musical events coming 
up during the Spring term:

•	 The Madrigal Choir will be singing 
with the Neath Male Choir at St. Mary 
the Virgin Church, Henley-on-Thames 
on Saturday 14th March at 7.30pm.  

•	 There will be a GCSE Music showcase 
in the Music Department on Thursday 
5th March at 7pm, where Year 11 girls 
will be performing selected items of 
their coursework. 

•	 A musical soiree organised by Jessica 
Whitworth (Year 12), in aid of Cancer 
Research, will be held in the Music 
Department on Thursday 2nd April  
at 7pm. 

Musical High Notes

Talent Showcase: Gym and Dance Show
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The students explored 
dimensions of creative writing 
with the use of photography

The idea for the project came from a 
BBC documentary, India’s Missing Girls, 
which inspired and moved the girls. 
Aarti Home, the Indian girls’ orphanage 
in Kadapa, Andhra Pradesh, forms the 
counterpart for Newlands and provides 
a highly appropriate global citizenship 
focus for young women in both 
countries. The students explored various 
dimensions of creative writing, along 
with the use of photography and images. 
The project aims to explore the impact of 
a cross-cultural exchange on the writing 
process. This in turn will deepen cultural 
understanding, increase confidence and 
develop creative skills for the young 
people in both countries. 

Thank you to the following Year 10 girls 
whose enthusiasm, commitment and 
hard work have been instrumental to the 
success of the project: Melissa Brooke, 
Marium Ul-Haq, Sophie Thompson, 
Naomi Sheikh, Rashmeet Jandu, 
Asheleigh Cam and Ellen Guest.

The photographic work has provided 
an illustration of the writing to increase 
understanding and to promote 
discussion. It has helped the young 
people to develop skills in photography 
and to see its potential for exploration, 
imaginative thinking, expression  
and analysis. 

The girls were also responsible for 
running an after-school teacher training 
session. They said they found the role-
reversal took some getting used to. 
However, it helped them to develop 
their critical skills and the sense that they 
had contributed something which the 
teachers would use in their wider  
English teaching. 

Here are some of the quotes from 
teachers and students working on  
the project:

“We tried out new techniques in writing, 
which I’ve already used in other English 
work. I feel much more confident about 
poetry coursework now; I can try out lots 
of different ways of approaching it.”

“I’ve changed my A level choices 
now; I loved the practical 
element of photography and  
the freedom it gave me to use  
my imagination.”

“I think the teacher has learnt more 
about us; she relates to us differently  
now and I think she will try new ways  
of teaching after this project.”

“This project has given me a valuable 
opportunity to further explore the 
versatile and innovative methods we,  
as English teachers, can use to relate  
to our pupils and to the curriculum.”   
(Miss Aulakh)

“It is great to see the emphasis on 
creativity coming back into the English 
classroom and the training with Creative 
Partnerships certainly supported this.  
I came into the session tired after a long 
working day, but came out inspired 
and enthusiastic to use the ideas and 
resources that were provided. Working 
with pupils who led some of the activities 
in the session was also very refreshing 
and demonstrated a more democratic 
approach to learning which seems much 
more beneficial to all concerned.”  
(Mr Long)

World Book Day
To celebrate World Book Day, the library will be hosting a “Book Swap” on 
Wednesday 4th March. The aim is to get everyone – staff and all the girls - reading 
a book they have not read before without spending any money!  

It will be fun and very easy to take part. All we ask is that the books to be swapped 
are in good condition and of suitable content; they can be fiction or non-fiction 
and more than one book can be swapped.

Our library prefects for this year, Alice Pontin 7C, Tia-May Cooper 7C, Sidra Ali 7A, 
and Sarah Nungent 7A are all excited about helping on the day and will be sorting 
the books as appropriate into junior and senior reading. Any books left over from 
the day will be used for the library, or sold/donated to charity at a later date.

We hope that you will be able to support this event.

Any queries can be emailed to Mrs Evans (Librarian) at newlands@rbwm.org
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The department has exciting plans 
to raise awareness of students work
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The Year 13 A2 results were excellent 
again in 2008: from 277 exam entries, 
56% of students achieved A or B grades 
and 99% of students achieved a grade 
from A to E. Our top students, Nicola 
Godbold and Catherine Sayer, achieved 
6 A grades including Further Maths and 
Critical Thinking AS Levels. 

Students have progressed to a variety of 
universities, including Catherine Sayer 
who is studying Natural Sciences at 
Newham College, Cambridge; Anisha 
Seth (AAA) who is studying Law at UCL; 
Saxony Goodwin (AAA) who is studying 
for an Art Foundation at Chelsea College 
of Art; and Hannah Evans (AAA) who 
is studying French and German at the 
University of Bristol. Almost all of Year 
13 achieved their first choice university 
places in 2008.

At AS Level the highest achievers were, 
Natasha Yellowlees (13B) with 5 A grades; 
Mandeep Sohi (13C) with 4 As and 2 Cs; 
and Ellie Fricker (13F) who achieved the 
same. Seventy-four students have applied 
to university, for courses as diverse 
as Biological Sciences, Engineering, 
Dentistry, English & History, French & 
Chinese, Politics and Psychology to name 
but a few. 

Since September 2008, Sixth Form girls 
have been involved in various exciting 

activities in and outside of school. The 
Head Girls, as part of the School Council, 
are involved in a project working with 
Maidenhead Town Council looking at the 
regeneration of the town. Other students 
have been involved in a range of artistic 
and sporting activities, from life drawing 
to dressage competitions. 

A group of representatives from each 
tutor group has been meeting regularly, 
and will continue to do so, to discuss 
their input into ideas for the proposed 
new Sixth Form Centre. This important 
development will impact on future  
Sixth Form students and it is hoped  
that plans will be put into action as  
soon as possible. 

Five new Deputy Head Girls have been 
chosen, after rigorous interviews, to take 
on a year of office alongside the current 
Head Girls, Hayley Hine and Francesca 
Parker. The girls, who will be leading 
teams of prefects and raising the profile 
of the Sixth Form from now on, are: Gina 
Catley (12A), Humaira Iqbal (12F), Abena 
Ntiri-Akuffo (12C), Pavandip Randhawa 
(12A) and Charlotte Williams (12B). 

We offer them our congratulations  
and look forward to seeing their plans 
and ideas put into action in the  
coming weeks!

Currently the Art Department 
is undergoing an exciting new 
refurbishment to provide the girls  
with better facilities to house their 
stunning work. 

The department has recently welcomed 
two PGCE students, Mrs Chouwdry 
and Mr Peck, who have both brought 
a wealth of experience and talent to 
Art at Newlands. With their help, the 
department has exciting plans to raise 
awareness of Newlands students’ work 
within the broader London Art world 
and possibly to organise an exhibition 
somewhere like a Cork Street Gallery  
so the people of London can see what 
the new generation of artistic talent will 
look like.

GCSE and A Level students are 
working hard in preparation for their 
examinations coming up over the next 
few weeks, for which we wish 
them the very best of luck.

Trial, Tribulation and Triumph
Year 8 girls will be representing Newlands at the 2009 Magistrates’ Mock Trial 
Competition. The girls are rigorously preparing for their roles as Lawyers, Witnesses, 
Defendant, Usher, Legal Advisor, Magistrates, Court Artists and Court Reporters. The 
competition is run by the Citizenship Foundation and provides ample opportunity 
to develop a range of skills including speaking, listening and knowledge of the legal 
system. The first heat will take place on Friday 6th March at Maidenhead Magistrates’ 
Court. Good luck girls!

Exciting Sixth Form News


