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We are delighted to announce that we will be completely refurbishing our catering facilities in collaboration with our new caterer Innovate.  This will enable us to offer a far better menu, healthier food and better service.  We are very excited by this change.

The refurbishment of the dining and service areas will take place over the summer ready for a September opening.  But Innovate will take responsibility for catering from Monday 1st June.  I am confident that we will see an immediate improvement in food quality and availability but clearly we will not see the full benefits of the changes until Innovate have been able to remodel the service counters and dining area properly.

Innovate are working with the School Leadership Team and representatives of the students to come up with some very innovative ideas for the menu and the design of the whole area.  These are likely to include a teppan grill, fresh pasta bar, salad and fruit bar and real coffee in the service area and a new soft seating area in the dining room.  We are also looking to see how we can enhance the outside areas to provide more seating and a more comfortable environment.

‘Innovate’ is, as their name suggests, a highly innovative and award-winning company that brings a breath of fresh air to school dinners. They have successfully transformed catering in over 30 schools.  Our students have visited some of Innovate’s other sites and are really excited about the changes we could make.

The menu will include not only main meals but also freshly prepared stir-fries; fresh pasta; a self-serve salad bar; paninis; fresh fruit and vegetable packs; and freshly made wraps, baguettes, sandwiches and bagels.  We will be open for breakfast, aiming to offer a good choice of competitively priced breakfast items.  6th formers and staff will also be able to use the new facilities at any time during the day.  This could be especially helpful during the exam period when timetables are rather different.

Innovate prides itself on providing fresh, healthy food at reasonable prices that meets the new government guidelines.  Whilst it is of course up to each student and each parent as to whether to use the facilities, we do encourage parents to support our attempts to encourage healthier eating.  It is not good for students to eat crisps, chocolate and fizzy drinks and we do encourage a healthy diet as part of an overall healthy lifestyle.

We will publish pictures of the new facilities on the school website as soon as the refurbishment activity is completed but the attached photos show the sorts of facilities ‘Innovate’ has created in other schools.  We welcome your ideas in enabling the current dining area to be transformed into a modern, attractive, mixed-use environment.  Please speak to your School Council Representative for more information.  
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